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MEDWAY NETBALL LEAGUE

CONSTITUTION


1. NAME

The name shall be the “Medway Netball League” (MNL).

2. BOUNDARIES

The Medway area, to be regarded as the area within the boundaries covering the postal districts ME1 to ME8.


3. ENGLAND NETBALL MEMBERSHIP

All Competition Organisers, Match Officials, Team Officials and players shall be active members of England Netball (EN). Team Officials and players shall be active members of the club for which they represent in MNL competition.

4. OBJECTIVES

a) To promote, encourage and develop the sport of netball within the Medway area.

b) Organise and administer competitions and events according to the wants and needs of the membership.

c) To provide a grassroots pathway to County-level competition.

d) To operate according to the Sport England Code of Sports Governance.


5.	LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP

Any club who has fulfilled the previous summer season, or any club whose application to the forthcoming winter season, is a member of The League.


6.	LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP FEES

Each member shall pay an annual subscription to the MNL, the rate shall be agreed annually and adopted at the AGM.

7.	OFFICERS

a)	Chair
b)	Vice Chair
c)	Treasurer
d)	Secretary
e)	Safeguarding officer
f)	Complaints Secretary
g)	Data Protection Lead

There must be a minimum of five (5) different people serving as League Officers without there being any significant conflicting interests, and of those five persons, three (3) different people must undertake the roles of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer. The Chair and Treasurer must have previously served on the committee. In the event of an Office becoming vacant before the next AGM, the Committee shall appoint a successor in accordance with these stipulations.



8.	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee is comprised of the League Officers as detailed in Article 7 and any other appointment as agreed and voted in by the League Membership at the AGM.


9.	THE LEAGUE COMMITTEE

a) The league shall be administered by the Officers, who have the power to make decisions, and other Committee members who carry equal votes to influence such decisions. One of those members will be a representative of Medway Junior Netball. At no time shall more than four members be registered to the same club within the Medway Netball League.  It is the duty of the Officers and members to enforce the rules without interpretations to inconsistency.

b) The quorum at any League Committee meeting shall be the total number of league committee members, divided by 2 and add one (even number) or rounded up (odd number) with a minimum of five.

c) The League Committee shall meet no fewer than ten (10) times spread over the year from the previous AGM.

d) All committee members should attend all committee meetings. In unforeseen circumstances, members shall submit a written explanation and in the event of three (3) absences or two (2) successive absences, their role may be replaced. 

e) Redacted minutes of any meeting may be requested by league members if the committee is persuaded of the justification.

f)  An Officer's position on the Committee should be held by one person for up to four years and if after that time no one is elected to take on that position they may continue in post.

g) An honorary President shall be chosen by the Committee from the League Life Presidents and will only be eligible to serve up to a maximum of four consecutive years in a non-voting capacity.

h) A Life President award may be offered by the Committee to a person who has given outstanding service to the League.


10.	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

a) The Annual General Meeting (AGM) shall be held during the month of October of each year.
 
b) Each team who completed a full season in the preceding Summer League competition or entering the coming winter season shall receive notice of the League AGM no fewer than 28 days of the date of the AGM, together with any Committee proposed League Constitution and Summer Rule amendments.

c) Each team must be represented at the AGM, by a team member who is an active member of England Netball, only one individual representative from each team will have a vote. 
  
d) Every Officer and League Committee member will resign their post during the AGM, with the exception of the Chairperson (if the AGM occurs during their four (4) year office).  During this time, open elections will be held for each office, orchestrated by the League President whose honorary role does not form part of the League Committee and thus acts as the sole representative of the League during this procedure.  If the League President has ended their four (4) year tenure at this AGM, they will be replaced by the outgoing League Committee before the League Committee re-election takes place, thus the overseeing of this vital role becomes their first responsibility in the role.

e) Each role is open to election, or re-election, at the AGM (subject to the stipulations of Article 9).  Nominations for new officers and committee members shall be submitted to the League Secretary in writing a minimum of seven days before the meeting. Nominees shall be proposed and seconded. In the event of insufficient written nominations being received before the AGM, nominations may be received from the floor. 

11.	EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING

An Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) may only be called under either of two (2) circumstances:

1) A minimum of the quorate number of League Committee members agree to introduce an amendment to the AGM, a vote of ‘no confidence’ being proposed to the membership, the dissolution of the league or a similarly important matter.

2) A minimum of 30% of the voting membership write to the committee detailing the reason for the EGM and listing the members who represent this number.

If the terms as detailed above are met, each member Secretary receives notice of the EGM at the earliest possible date no sooner than 14 days from the date of notice, detailing the date, time, location and subject matter of the EGM. No additional agenda items may be added to this correspondence. If the matter pertains to the dissolution of the league, then a notice period of 14 to 30 days may be acceptable.
If the agenda includes a vote of no confidence, a numerical majority of no less than 60% of physically present voting members must pass the motion.

12.	COMPETITION AND EVENTS

a)	The Committee is responsible for the organisation of at least one competition, The Summer League.

b)	The rules relating to this competition are laid down by the Committee.

c)	Any amendments to the rules relating to the Summer League shall be proposed and seconded in writing to the League Secretary 21 days before the date of the AGM.

d)	Any other competitions or events held at the discretion of the Committee. Having the right to introduce new rules or amend existing rules.


13.	AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

League Members may propose any amendments to the League Constitution in writing, before 21 days of the date of the AGM to the League Secretary.





MEDWAY NETBALL LEAGUE
SUMMER LEAGUE RULES


1.	MATCHES AND CONDITIONS OF PLAY

A) Matches

i. Matches shall be played according to the latest version of the Rules of Netball.

ii. Each match will consist of four 15-minute quarters, an interval of two minutes after the first quarter; five minutes at half time and two minutes after the third quarter.

iii. Teams shall play each team within their division twice - a home and an away fixture, at the MNL selected central venue. 

iv. Teams shall be liable to pay MNL for the cost of court hire at the central venue. Once notified by invoice of this cost the full amount is to be paid by the required date. Teams will not be allowed to play in the League unless court fees have been paid. If a team withdraws from the League any time after payment of court fees and before the end of the season, all court fees will remain payable.

v. Divisional Representatives, on behalf of the MNL League Committee, shall approve all fixtures before publication, at which point each fixture is binding upon both teams.

vi. The league shall collect results on fulfilled fixtures, concessions, abandonments or cancellations. Matches which are fulfilled or abandoned will be signed off by all Match Officials before being accepted. A fixture is
a. Conceded when one of the teams contacts their opponents to withdraw from the game, this will result in the conceding team being deducted a point and the opposition having the winning points.  The fixture will not be re-arranged.
b. Abandoned for example when the weather or other circumstances such as a seriously injured player not being able to be moved off the court makes it hazardous to play the fixture.  The decision to abandon the game is to be made courtside at the time of the fixture by both umpires officiating at that game and with both teams in attendance.  The reason the game was abandoned is to be put on both team results and signed off by both umpires.  The results go to the divisional representative in the usual way and the game will be re-arranged.
c. Cancelled if the decision is made by the Committee or Rainham School for Girls that the courts cannot be used such as when ice or snow is on the courts.  In this case all efforts will be made to inform teams as soon as possible prior to the start of the fixture of this decision.  

vii. Matches which are rearranged shall be replayed in their entirety.  The fixtures secretary will allocate a day and time for the re-arranged fixture as near as possible to the original, and will endeavour to accommodate any reasonable requests from teams.  However, should there be a disagreement the first re-arranged date and time will stand. 

viii. All Team Officials and players must be members of the club being represented, with an MNL registration for that club being held by the league.

ix. All Team Officials and players must hold active England Netball (EN) membership.


B) Match Officials

i) Each team shall provide an umpire for each fixture.

ii) Umpires must have reached the age of 16 years and be appropriately qualified according to the league’s determination for each division; and registered with the Medway Netball League umpire list or enter their EN membership number and qualification with the match results. 



2.	RESULT CARDS

Divisional Representatives shall receive the complete results of each fixture as signed off by all Match Officials no later than two (2) days of the fixture.
3.          CODE OF CONDUCT
The League requires the highest standards of conduct from everyone involved in netball.  It expects everyone to conduct themselves in an honest, fair, impartial, transparent way and to ensure their behaviour and actions allows that netball is played in a safe and a fair manner so that it can be enjoyed by all.
The league adopts England Netball’s series of Codes of Conduct as found at https://d2cx26qpfwuhvu.cloudfront.net/englandnetball/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/01095413/Codes-of-conduct.pdf 
Any complaints must be submitted in writing to the League in accordance with the MNL Disciplinary Policy requirements, clearly stating which League Constitution/Code of Conduct/Competition Rule has been broken.
4.	CANCELLATION

If a match does not take place due to one team being unable to fulfil the fixture, a concession takes place and the non-offending team may claim for reasonable and unavoidable costs incurred pertaining to that fixture.

5.	HEALTH & SAFETY

a) Any medical or health & safety incident must be recorded on an Accident Report Form (available on the MNL website) and submitted to the Divisional Representative.

b) Photographs of individuals or teams may be taken by an authorised representative of the League for use in promotional material. Any other person taking photographs of individuals or teams shall have first sought permission from both teams and the umpires beforehand.

6.	ELIGIBILITY TO PLAY

a) All teams must submit a team registration form thus acknowledging attendance criteria for the AGM and agreeing to abide by the Constitution and Rules, including a list of their players to each relevant Divisional Representative prior to the start of the season.

b) The associated player registration fees for those listed players must have been paid before an individual takes to court.

Registration

c) A registration is held by the league for each player, who may be registered for one team in the competition only.

d) Registrations are accepted from all female members of each club who is a minimum of 14 years of age.

e) Evidence of active England Netball membership of the player for the club shall be provided with registration.

f) Additional registrations to the initial team list are accepted at any time. A new player registering on the day of a match must have her player registration counter-signed by her Captain and other team Captain or either Umpire, before the match commences. The registration and fee must be received by the divisional representative within seven days after the match, failure to comply will result in the player being deemed as unregistered and a team sanction applied.


Using other players

g) A club may not use players who are registered to another club in this competition.

h) Clubs with multiple teams may use any player from their team or teams below that to which she is registered.

i) Any individual may play for a higher team within her club twice per team, per season. On the third occasion of ‘playing up’ the Divisional Rep is informed by the Club Secretary whether she has made a permanent move to that team or is no longer eligible to ‘play up’ for that team. 

j) No player may play for a team ranked lower than that to which she is registered.

k) In the event of a club having more than one team in the same division, the Divisional Representative shall be informed prior to the start of the season in which order these teams should be ranked, for the purposes of establishing for which teams different players can be used.

7.	LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIPS

a) The Competition shall be decided by points
The team gaining the highest number of points at the conclusion of the competition shall be adjudged the winner.

b)	Four points will be given for a win.
Three points will be given for a draw.
Two points will be given if the losing team score five goals or fewer of the winning score.
One point will be given if the losing team has 50% or more of the winning score (i.e. awarded to the losing team).
One point will be deducted from a team’s total League score for each game they concede.

b) In the event of two or more teams being equal on points, final placing shall be determined by calculating the greater goal difference of all the fixtures of both teams. If the teams are still equal, the aggregate results of the two fixtures between those teams shall be considered. If still equal, Goal Average shall be calculated. If the teams are still equal, the Committee shall arrange a playoff to decide the order of the winners. The date of this playoff shall be decided by the Committee. Any player involved in a play-off must be registered in the current season and have played at least one current League match.

d)	The winners and runners up teams from each Division (other than Premier) are annually promoted to the next higher Division for the following season.
Other promotions or relegations will be made at the discretion of the Committee.

8.	SUMMER LEAGUE

a) Clubs must apply for admission in writing to the Secretary before 31st December. The Committee will decide which division any new team will be placed, established or otherwise.

b) Club and team names and uniforms must be acceptable to the League Committee.

c) In the event of a clash of colours, as a courtesy the home team should wear an alternative set of bibs.

d) Subscriptions:

i. Team - the entry fee amount shall be announced at the AGM and shall be paid with the Summer League Application.
ii. Players - Each team shall be required to register its players and pay the player summer registration fee as announced at the AGM by the required registration date. Once named, players wishing to transfer may do so as per the Transfers Rule.


9.	TRANSFERS

Players may transfer her registration from one team to another no more than once per season, during the transfer window.
The transfer window opens once all Divisional Representatives confirm their approval of team lists, and closes at midnight on 31 July.

Players must inform their current Club Secretary before making their application to transfer but do not need approval from them.

The player and her new Club Secretary must propose the transfer in writing to the Divisional Representative of the new team.

Once all of the above is confirmed with the Divisional Representative, the player has been transferred.
Any player who has transferred within her club retains her record of having ‘played up’ thus far during this season.

Any player who features for a team before the Divisional Representative has confirmed that her registration has been transferred is deemed an illegal player and the team shall be sanctioned.

10.	INFRINGEMENT OF RULES

a) Any infringement of the Rules shall result in the loss of one point from the defaulting teams total League points. However, where the infringement affects the result of any match played, two points will be awarded to the non-offending team at the discretion of the Committee.

b) When the infringement is for an un-registered player, no points will be awarded to the defaulting team for the match and the win points shall be awarded to the non-offending team.

c)       A point will be deducted from the defaulting team for the infringement of the rules.


11.	TROPHIES

The Officers of the League Executive Committee shall be trustees and legal owners of the property, including funds of the League (or competition) and shall deal with the same according to the instructions of the Committee.

The trophy or trophies are vested in the Medway Netball League trustees and if, for any cause, the competition shall be discontinued the trophy or trophies shall be held in trust, or dealt with as the League may decide, unless the donor, if there be one, attached to this gift has any specific conditions, in the event of the appropriate competition ceasing to take place.

A trophy cannot be won outright by any club. At the close of each competition, awards shall be presented to the winners. Any club or individual in possession of a League trophy shall be responsible for replacement in the event of loss or damage.

12.	ANNUAL RULES FORUM

Every team must be represented at the Rules forum by a member registered to that team.   Non-attendance will result in the team having a point deducted.

	Umpires umpiring in the Medway Netball League shall attend the rules forum unless they have already attended another EN membership league rules forum in the same membership year subject to satisfactory proof of attendance.

13.	SAFEGUARDING FORUM

	Every team must be represented at the Safeguarding forum to be held as a minimum every three years by a member registered to that team. Non-attendance will result in the team having a point deducted.
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